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'Will the Grand Duchess change her religion?' ^

'No, in these days we have got beyond such things/

'Then you have no religion?'

'Indeed I have, and nothing in the world would make me change
it; but one must be tolerant/

''So you would let your wife be condemned to everlasting
damnation?'

'I do not believe in that. Our religion does not condemn those
who think differently/

In truth, this marriage did not suit Napoleon's plans. He did
not attach much importance to the matter of religion. That was
only pretence. On another occasion he had discussed Protestants
and Catholics with Ludwig and declared that the former were
far less tolerant than the Catholics, but he finished with the
remark: 'All religions are the same to us as long as they preach
morality/ From Napoleon's every word it was obvious that he
only wanted whatever might be useful to him. Ludwig noticed
the strange and oft-repeated questions about the Grand Duchess
Katharina, but did not know the real reason for them. Napoleon
was, even at that time, contemplating divorce from the Empress
Josephine, who was of no particular importance to him politically
and had not presented him with an heir. He would then be free
to contract an alliance with a Princess of one of the oldest and
mightiest royal houses in Europe, who would bring to him the
tradition he lacked, as well as the political power of her country.
In this respect the Czar's sister, Grand Duchess Katharina,
appeared, at the moment, peculiarly suitable, for in addition to
her natural cleverness she possessed great beauty. Thus was
explained the ironic interest which Napoleon showed in Ludwig's
marriage plans.

The Emperor, in conversation, touched on Ludwig's private
life without the slightest reticence. He had heard that Ludwig
had some sort of connection with Madame de Stael, the famous
daughter of the great financier, Necker. She had aroused the dislike
of the Corsican by her outspoken literary work and was living in
exile in Switzerland.

'Have you ever seen Madame de Stafl?' Napoleon asked one
day, a propos of nothing.

'Yes, Sire, in Geneva/

'Did you not pay her a visit?'

'Yes, at her country house on the Lake of Geneva/